Kidson the Hill

November 2008 Newdetter

November Calendar

November 3@ — 71" Tadpole Conferences
Sunday, November 2" Standard Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 4™ (Tuesday) Eye Screening Follow-up at 9 am.

November 5" (Wednesday) ALL-SCHOOL SPECIAL EVENT:
Classroom Safari at 9:30

November 6" Moms Night Out 7:30 p.m.
November 7" Last day for Operation Christmas Child (Shoe Gift Box
November 10" — 14™ Dolphin Conferences

November 11'" (T uesday) Veterans Day - SCHOOL CLOSED

We DO have school on Monday, November 10™ as usual.

November 14" (Friday) Staff Meeting 12:30 p.m. (Limited PM Enrollment)

November 17" —21% Tiger Conferences

November 21% (Friday) Wendy Dreskin at 9:30 am. “Ducks and Migration”

November 24" and 25" SPECIAL EVENT:

(Monday and Tuesday) T hanksgiving Together ness and Harvest Celebration

Monday, November 24™" Deadline - Submissionsfor the December Newdetter

November 27 & 28 Thanksgiving Holiday School Closed
NOVEMBER THEMES

Fall - Harvesting
Animals and Their Habitats — Getting Ready for Winter
Native Americans — Beginning Conservation, How People Get Ready for Winter
Thanksgiving — Celebrating Friendship, Togetherness and the Harvest
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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

November 3¢—7" Tadpole Conferences
November 10" — 14" Dolphin Conferences
November 17" —21% Tiger Conferences

During the above dates parents are meeting with their child' s group teacher to talk with you about
how your child has been doing in school and answer any questions you may have. In the spring the
teachers will meet with al parents again to talk about what is in store for your child the next year. As
aways, if you have a concern or question about your child, please give usacall and we can set up a
meeting anytime an issue arises. We will take care of your child and any older siblings over the age
of 2.6 during the conference. Y ounger siblings can join usin the conference. Be sureto arrive early if
separating isan issue. If you need to change your appointment, please let us know as soon as
possible!

December Heads Up — MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

December holds our traditional Family Holiday Sing. We bring in winter, Hanukkah,
Christmas and Santa with all parents and children during our sing-a-long in the church and
buffet luncheon in the preschool. All parents are invited and at |east one parent or_other
adult must be here by 11:00a.m. to attend with each child. Mark your calendar now. We
close up the school right after the luncheon and begin our winter break.

Holiday Sing and All-School Luncheon — L ed by Murray Orrick
Friday, December 19™ 11:00-12:30
(No afternoon program on December 19" — School closes at 12:30)

Winter Break - Monday, December 22" through Friday, January 2"
School will resume Monday, January 5, 2009.

Afternoon Program -- Extended Day Sign Ups
Remember that you can sign up on the extended day sign-up sheet if you normally leave at
12:15, but would like your child to take part in the afternoon activity. Extended day ison an
availability basis only, so if you really find you want your child in the afternoon program on
any given day it is best to change your schedule to add that afternoon. Extended day sign up
isafixed amount of time until 2:45. You are free to pick your child up early but you will be
charged for the entire time block. We do have a miscellaneous time slot of 12:15 - 1:00 if
you know you can’t be here before 12:30. This option is available only on days that the
afternoon enrollment is not full.




The Giving Tree

The Giving Tree items are now up on the office bulletin board. If you are interested in helping the
school in thisway, please take time to read the information and check out the items! These materials
will be used in all of our classes and in the Pre-K Language Enrichment Program that will take place
two afternoons aweek starting in January. There will an informational flyer from Lisa Tribolet in
your parent box with simple steps on how you can donate. Thank you!

FRIENDLY REMEINDERS:

Label everything with your child’s name... jackets, sweaters, extraclothesin

cubbies, bags the clothes are in, lunch boxes on the outside, lunch box containers on
theinside. Many things are still coming and being left here with no name —

especialy jackets!!
Signin and out every day.

Pick up times: 12:15 and 2:45. Arriving at 12:30 and 3:00 makes it difficult to
connect with your child, check out what they did, tap into ateacher, etc.
Have your child wear PLAY CLOTHES and PLAY SHOES. These need to be

clothes that are suitable for running, painting, and digging, making rivers and doing
tricks on the climber. Shoes that don’t “flop” and fit well are needed to be safe for
running, jumping, climbing; which means closed-toed shoes with “grippy” bottoms.
We spend alot of time outside even when it is cool and damp out, and up here on the
hill close to the bay it can be MUCH COLDER than other places, SO - remember
also to have a jacket or sweater to wear when it is cool, damp, and/or windy!! Make

surethereis a change of clothes for your child that fits the weather!
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Several private schools have sent us their schedule for open house. It is advisable to begin
your research early and attend these eventsif you are planning to send your child to a private
school. Notices are posted on our Community Board.



Operation Christmas Child

Check your mailboxes for information on Operation Christmas Child. Thisis adonation
opportunity of toys and such for children in need during the holiday season. KOTH
participates in this program in collaboration with Hillside Church. If you have any questions,
please contact Nac Vasconcelos (Mom of Julie who is a dolphin) or Rosemary. Therearea
few extra shoe boxes that are yours for the taking to place you donation of giftsinside. The
information in you parent cubby gives gift suggestions and “How to Pack a Shoe Box.”
Check out the sample box in the lobby of the school office. Thank you for participating in
thisimportant operation. The Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes can be given to the
office or taken to church office personally. Thefinal day for the shoe boxes before being
shipped off is Eriday, November 7".

Marin Community Food Bank

We will be partnering with the Marin Community Food Bank and participating in
aholiday food drive again this year. Please bring in food donations to help those
less-fortunate. Beginning the first week in November, look for a barrel located in

g2{ our school lobby. Drop off cans and other non perishables in the barrel at your

convenience. The most needed items are: canned meats/fish, peanut butter, rice, dry beans,

cereals, dry pastas, canned fruits and vegetables.
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Thisfood drive is aso an opportunity to teach our children a"mini lesson” in giving to the
lessfortunate. If possible, involve your children. Have your children select items from your
pantry or pick out afew things next time you are at the grocery store together. Have them
carry the items into school themselves, and let them have the fun of dropping them into the
big donation barrel. Encourage them to share with their friends and teachers about their
recent "giving" and take pridein it!

Thank you for your help. Contact Corey Stodolnic with any questions.

Submission for December’s Newsletter — Monday, November 24"



